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than of the political relations in which a Spanish King of
German extraction could be serviceable. For Spain I
anticipated from the personal character of the Prince, and
from his family relations, tranquillising and consolidating
results, which I had no reason to grudge the Spaniards.
Spain is among the few countries which, by their geo-
graphical position and political necessities, have no reason
to pursue an anti-German policy; besides which, she is
well adapted, by the economic relations of supply and
demand, for an extensive trade with Germany. An ele-
ment friendly to us in the Spanish government would have
been an advantage which in the course of German policy
there appeared no reason to reject a limine, unless the
apprehension that France might be dissatisfied was to be
allowed to rank as one. If Spain had developed again
more vigorously than hitherto has been the case, the fact
that Spanish diplomacy was friendly towards us might have
been useful to us in time of peace; but it did not seem to
me probable that the King of Spain, on the outbreak of
the war between Germany and France, which was evi-
dently coming sooner or later, would, with the best will in
the world, be in a position to prove his sympathy with
Germany by an attack on France or a demonstration
against her; and the conduct of Spain after the outbreak
of the war which we had drawn upon us by the complai-
sance of German princes showed the accuracy of my doubt.
The chivalrous Cid would have called France to account
for interference in Spain's free choice of a king, and not
have left the vindication of Spanish independence to
foreigners. The nation, formerly so powerful by land and
sea, cannot at the present day hold the cognate popula-
tion of Cuba in check; and how could one expect her to